
       Governmental Affairs Information 

How a Bill Becomes Law 
Here are several descriptions of how a bill becomes a law; but in a nutshell, the legislative 
process is generally not a fast process. It takes much work and collaboration between the two 
legislative bodies (Senate & House), as well as the governor. As citizens, we have multiple 
opportunities to affect a bill from presenting information to legislators requesting that a bill 
(legislation) be created, to asking the legislator to work for, or against certain legislation (or a 
tweak to the legislation) in the committee area, or when it comes to a vote. It is important to 
realize that many bills require funding in order for action required by the bill to be successful – 
communicating with your legislator about this funding legislation is also important. 
 
   

 
  

  

 



Researching a Bill 

 

To look up a bill: Click the link to the Senate (pictured) or the House (see below). You 
can search for the bill either by number, or key word. If you know the bill number, that 
specific bill will come up. If you use a word or phrase – the less specific the phrase, the 
more likely you will obtain results. However, you may also get many bills that have that 
word/phrase and may need to read through a short description of many bills until you 
find the one you are interested in.  If you try to be too precise, you may not get any 
results, because you may be one word off – this is a balancing act. The depicted page 
lists the bills in the Senate. By clicking on the proposed Senate bill, you often will be 
provided with the number for the “companion bill” in the House. The authors of the bills, 
where in the committee process the bill is located, and the actual verbiage of the bill are 
accessed via this page. The House has a similar page and also lists companion bills. 
Not all bills have a companion bill.    Remember after bills are introduced, they go 
through committee (often several committees - judicial, financial, etc.) – then to the 
other legislative body where all the words in the bill have to be the same. Finally the bill 
goes to the governor’s desk for signing.  

           https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/status_search.php?body=Senate  

           https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/status_search.php?body=House  



Find your Legislators and Senators?                                                                                  
Click this link,  https://www.leg.state.mn.us/                                                                                       
Type in your address.   This will take you to a page that lists your Minnesota / US 
Senators and Representatives, as well as their contact information.   

          

 For Information about the MN House of Representatives, including weekly agenda, and 
other news    https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hinfo/hinfo.asp  

           

   For information about the MN Senate, including weekly agenda, and other senate –  
   related news        https://www.senate.mn/  



Sample of wording you could use in your letters/emails to send to your legislator.  
Feel free to copy and paste, fill in the appropriate bill number (if appropriate), provide a 
short personal example (if you want), and what you would like the legislator to do – 
support the bill,  vote it down, or thank them for action. 

 

 (Month) (Day) (Year)  

The Honorable (First name) (Last name) (Room Number), St. Paul, MN (55155)   

RE:  (state the topic or include the bill number, author and subject if you are writing to support or oppose 
a particular legislative bill)  

Dear (Representative/Senator) (Last name):  

My name is (your first and last name) and I am a (family member / nurse / service provider / advocate / 
community member) who resides in your district.   

State why you are writing: sending thanks for an action, asking for support, or asking them to oppose the 
bill/other issue here. Choose up to three of the reasons that support your position and state them clearly.   

Include a personal story. Tell your legislator why the issue is important to you and how it affects you, your 
family member and your community. 

Tell your legislator how you want her or him to vote on this issue and ask for a response.  

Sincerely,  

SIGN YOUR NAME  

Include your name, street address, city, State, Zip code   on your email, letter/envelope. (Your note takes 
higher priority if you are one of the legislator’s constituents!) 

 

TIPS FOR WRITING, SENDING AN E-MAIL OR CALLING A LEGISLATOR   

Writing a letter to a legislator  
 Use the proper salutation, for example:  
 The Honorable (first name) (last name)  Address  City, State, Zip code  
 Dear (Representative / Senator) (last name)  
 Be courteous and informative in your communication.  
 State the purpose of the letter in the opening sentence and if you are referring to a bill, 

include the bill number, author and topic. If you live in the elected official’s district be 
sure to say this in the opening paragraph as well.   (“Constituent” is the magic word!) 

 Focus on the message and key points.  
 Personalize the letter by including examples of how the legislation might impact you and 

your family. 
  Keep the letter brief – not more than one page.  



 Restate your request at the end of the letter, for example urging them to support or 
oppose the bill.  

 Thank the legislator for his or her support and offer to address any questions that he or 
she might have.  

 Be sure to include your contact information, and sign the letter.  
  

Sending e-mail communication to a legislator  
 The same guidelines apply to e-mail as to written letters. Before sending an e-mail, you 

might want to call the legislator’s office and ask if a letter sent by e-mail is effective.          
(or check their profile on the Senate/Representative web sites provided above.) If you do 
send an e-mail, send it to the representative.  

 Do not copy other representatives or send a mass e-mail.  
 Make it a brief message with no special layouts or graphics.   
 Do not include attachments.  
 Include your full name and address so it is clear that you are a constituent, and ask for a 

response.  
 You might also want to send a hard copy of your e-mail to the legislator.  

  

Phone calls to a legislator 
 State your name and address and identify yourself as the legislator’s constituent. You 

will often be speaking with a secretary or aide.  
 Briefly make known your position as they keep track of the issues that people call about 

to report to the legislator.  
 Have your thoughts organized in advance, which will help you to keep the call brief and 

to the point.  
 It is also very helpful to share how the issue affects you personally.  
 Thank them for their support. 

 

Consider joining EN411 to be kept up to date with National legislation of interest to 
emergency nurses. ENA has two lobbyists, who work in Washington, D.C. advocating 
for our health care position, practice, and patients. You can join via the link provided on 
the left side of this page.  

Link to GA page on national ENA site    https://www.ena.org/government-relations  

Public policy page  https://www.ena.org/government-relations/public-policy-agenda  

Advocacy toolkit https://www.ena.org/docs/default-source/government-relations/state-
council-advocacy-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=2c36a9e5_4  
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